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Summary of Democratic and Republican Platforms 


This and the last issue of TRENDs are given over to a summary of the platforms of the two major parties. In the in- 
terest of brevity, only those portions which deal directly with issues are included. Extra copies available at 2¢ each. 


LABOR 


Democrats: Repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act; such 
legislation as is desirable to establish a just body of 
rules to secure free and effective collective bargaining, 
to determine, in the public interest, the rights of 
employees and employers, to reduce to a minimum 
their conflict of interests, and to enable unions to 
keep their membership free from Communist in- 
fluences; we urge that the Department of Labor be 
rebuilt and strengthened, restoring to it the units, 
including the Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service and the United States Employment Service, 
which properly belong to it; we urge that the De- 
partment’s facilities for collecting and disseminating 
economic information be expanded; and that a Labor 
Education Extension Service be established in the 
Department of Labor; extension of the coverage of 
the Fair Labor Standards Act, and the adoption of a 
minimum wage of at least 75 cents an hour in place 
of 40 cents an hour; equal pay for equal work re- 
gardless of sex. 


Republicans: Collective bargaining is an obligation 
as well as a right, applying equally to workers and 
employers; the fundamental right to strike is subor- 
dinate only to paramount considerations of public 
health and safety; Government’s chief function in 
this field is to promote good will, encourage coopera- 
tion, and where resort is had to intervention, to be 
impartial, preventing violence and requiring obedi- 
ence to all law by all parties involved; continuing 
study to improve labor-management legislation in 
the light of experience and changing conditions; 
equal pay for equal work regardless of sex. 


MILITARY AND VETERANS 


Democrats: We pledge to maintain adequate mili- 
tary strength—sufficient to fulfill our responsibilities 
in occupation zones, defend our national interests, 
and to bolster those free nations resisting Commu- 
nist aggression; continuance and improvement of 
our national program of benefits for veterans and 


their families; the level of veterans’ benefits must be 
constantly re-examined in the light of the decline in 
the purchasing power of the dollar brought about by 
inflation; employment and economic security must 
be afforded all veterans; housing for veterans at prices 
they can afford to pay; the disabled veteran must be 
provided with medical care and hospitalization of 
the highest possible standard. 


Republicans: We propose the maintenance of 
armed services for air, land and sea, to a degree 
which will insure our national security; the achieve- 
ment of effective unity in the Department of Na- 
tional Defense so as to insure maximum economy in 
money and manpower and maximum effectiveness 
in case of war; sustained effective action to procure 
sufficient manpower for the services; we believe that 
conservation and stockpiling of strategic and critical 
raw materials is indispensable to the security of the 
United States; a realistic and adequate adjustment 
of benefits on a cost-of-living basis for service-con- 
nected disabled veterans and their dependents, and 
for the widows, orphans and dependents of veterans, 
who died in the service of their country; all disabled 
veterans should have ample opportunity for suitable, 
self-sustaining employment; good-faith compliance 
with veterans preference in Federal service with sim- 
plification and codification of the hundreds of piece- 
meal Federal Jaws affecting veterans; efficient and 
business-like management of the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration; the highest possible standards of medical 
care and hospitalization. 


EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


Democrats: Comprehensive housing legislation, in- 
cluding provision for slum clearance and low-rent 
housing projects initiated by local agencies; increases 
in old-age and survivors’ insurance benefits by at least 
50 per cent, and reduction of the eligibility age for 
women from 65 to 60 years; extension of old-age and 
survivors’ and unemployment insurance to all work- 
ers not now covered; insurance against loss of earn- 
ings on account of adlness or disability; improved pub- 
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lic assistance for the needy; a national health program 
for expanded medical research, medical education, 
and hospitals and clinics; aid the blind and other 
handicapped persons to become selfsupporting; ex- 
pand maternal care, improve the health of the nation’s 
children, and reduce juvenile delinquency; approve 
the purposes of the Mental Health Act; federal aid 
for education administered by and under the con- 
trol of the states; adequate financing for the school 
lunch program; a national science foundation. 


Republicans: Federal aid to the states for local slum 
clearance and local housing programs only where 
there is a need that cannot be met either by private 
enterprise or by the states and localities, consistent 
with the vigorous existence of our competitive 
economy; extension of the federal old-age and sur- 
vivors’ insurance program and increase of the bene- 
fits to a more realistic level; strengthening of federal- 
state programs designed to provide more adequate 
hospital facilities, to improve methods of treatment 
for the mentally ill, to advance maternal and child 
health and generally to foster a healthy America; 
equality of educational opportunity for all and the 
promotion of education and educational opportuni- 
ties; promote scientific research; a stable economy. 


MISCELLANEOUS AND ADMINISTRATIVE 


Democrats: Provisions under which our fishery re- 
sources and industry will be afforded the benefits 
that will result from more scientific research and 
exploration; continued full and unified regional de- 
velopment of the water, mineral, and other natural 
resources of the nation; support our President in 
guaranteeing these basic and fundamental American 
Principles: (1) the right of full and equal political 
participation; (2) the right to equal opportunity of 
employment; (3) the right of security of person ...; 
(4) and the right of equal treatment in the service 
and defense of our nation; immediate statehood for 
Hawaii and Alaska; immediate determination by 
the people of Puerto Rico as to their form of gov- 
ernment and their ultimate status with respect to the 
United States; and the maximum degree of local 
self-government for the Virgin Islands, Guam, and 
Samoa; the submission of a constitutional amend- 
ment on equal rights for women; extension of the 
right of suffrage to the people of the District of 
Columbia; improve and strengthen our federal civil 
service, and provide adequate compensation; con- 
tinue vigorously to enforce the laws against subver- 
sive activities, observing at all times the constitutional 
guarantees which protect free speech, the free press 
and honest political activity; acceleration of the Fed- 
eral Reclamation Program, the maximum beneficial 
use of water in the several states for irrigation and 
domestic supply; improve the navigable waterways 


and harbors of the nation; adequate appropriations 
for flood control for the protection of life and prop- 
erty; expand our programs for forestation, for the 
improvement of grazing lands, public and private, 
for the stockpiling of strategic minerals and the en- 
couragement of a sound domestic mining industry; 
experiments for the broader utilization of mineral 
resources. 


Republicans: Lynching or any other form of mob 
violence anywhere is a disgrace to any civilized state, 
and we favor the prompt enactment of legislation to 
end this infamy. The right of equal opportunity to 
work and to advance in life should never be limited 
in any individual because of race, religion, color or 
country of origin. We favor the enactment and just 
enforcement of such federal legislation as may be 
necessary to maintain this right at all times in every 
part of this Republic; we favor the abolition of the 
poll tax as a requisite to voting; we are opposed to the 
idea of racial segregation in the armed services of the 
United States; we favor eventual statehood for 
Hawai, Alaska, and Puerto Rico; the submission of 
a constitutional amendment providing equal rights 
for women; self-government for the residents of the 
nation’s capital; a well-paid and efficient federal 
career service; the rooting out of communism wher- 
ever found; a vigorous enforcement of existing laws 
against Communists and enactment of such new 
legislation as may be necessary to expose the treason- 
able activities of Communists; progressive develop- 
ment of the nation’s water resources for navigation, 
flood control and power, with immediate action in 
critical areas; conservation of all our natural re- 
sources; the continued development of our harbors 
and waterways; a comprehensive reclamation pro- 
gram for arid and semi-arid areas with full protection 
of the rights and interests of the states in the use and 
control of water for irrigation, power development 
incidental thereto and other beneficial uses; with- 
drawal or acquisition of lands for public purposes 
only by act of Congress and after due consideration 
of local problems; development of processes for the 
extraction of oi and other substances from oil shale 
and coal; restoration to the states of their historic 
rights to the #zde and submerged lands, tributary 
waters, lakes and streams; development of Alaskan 
land communications and natural resources; in the 
management of our national government, we shall 
achieve the abolition of over-lapping, duplication, 
extravagance, and excessive centralization; the more 
efficient assignment of functions within the govern- 
ment; restoring to America a working federalism; 
adequate representation of the West in the national 
administration; a revision of the procedure for the 
election of the President and Vice-President which 
will more exactly reflect the popular vote. 
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